

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

of the Faringdon Area Traffic Advisory Committee

held on Friday, 23 June 2017 at 9.30 am 

in the Jubilee Room, Market Place, Faringdon


PRESENT:

C/Cllr Judith Heathcoat, Chairman





D/Cllr Roger Cox





D/Cllr Robert Sharp





T/Cllr Dr Mike Wise





T/Cllr Andrew Marsden





T/Cllr David Barron





Chris Hulme, Thames Valley Police

Laura Hutchins Payne, OCC Environment & Economy, Vale Area Steward

Lee Turner, OCC Environment & Economy


IN ATTENDANCE: Sally Thurston, Town Council Town Clerk





Hilary Sherman, Town Council Planning Clerk

The Chairman, on behalf of herself and the committee, expressed thanks to Laura Hutchins Payne who would be stepping down from FATAC after this meeting.  Laura had been an excellent officer who had played an important role on the committee for 8 years.
	1.
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from C/Cllr Yvonne Constance and David Williams.

	

	2.
	Minutes of the Last Meeting: 17 March 2017

Min 5(a): Chris Hulme asked that the expression “speed guns” be replaced with “speed devices” to correctly reflect the equipment utilised.

Min 5(b): Chris Hulme pointed out that the last sentence in the paragraph dealing with Fernham Fields should read “ ….to keep rural roads to the normal speed of 60 mph”.

Following these amendments, the Minutes were AGREED and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
	

	3.
	Matters Arising (following approval of the Minutes, the Chairman moved this item forward on the agenda so that it could be discussed at this stage of the meeting.)

Min 2,  Parking in Coxwell Street/Coxwell Road:  It was noted that this situation had become worse with vans now parking on both sides of Coxwell Road which restricted sight lines for vehicles needing to pass the vans.  
Chris Hulme to arrange for a PCSO to liaise with local residents with a view to addressing this situation. 
T/Cllr David Barron offered to pursue other safety options, eg availability of off-road parking.  He would keep the Chairman updated on any progress made.  Chris Hulme to give contact details of the neighbourhood team to T/Cllr David Barron. The Chairman also asked that PCSOs  keep a close watch on parking in Gloucester Street and Marlborough Street.
Min 5(c): Lee Turner stated that this issue had been reported to the appropriate officers.

	CH
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	4.
	Declarations of Interest

There were none.

	

	5.
	Election of Chairman

C/Cllr Judith Heathcoat was proposed by David Williams, Magistrate, seconded by C/Cllr Yvonne Constance.  There being no other nominations, C/Cllr Judith Heathcoat was elected Chairman.


	

	6.
	Election of Deputy Chairman

D/Cllr Roger Cox was proposed by D/Cllr Robert Sharp, seconded by T/Cllr David Barron.  There being no other nominations, D/Cllr Roger Cox was elected Deputy Chairman.

	

	7.
	Public Speaking Time

There were no members of public present.

	

	8.
	County Council Highways Officer’s Report

Lee Turner updated the committee on road surfacing and painting works that have been undertaken in the area.  He reported that extra money had been allocated for street lining this year and this was now being utilised.
Laura Hutchins Payne referred members to the latest OCC Highways Maintenance Newsletter.
The Chairman pointed out that although the road surface of the A417 (Park Road) was good outside the new retail park and Tesco, the other areas of the road between the fire station up to the new retail area were in a very poor state and asked Laura to investigate this matter further.
The Town Clerk advised Laura that a survey had now been carried out on the trees in Church Road/Market Place.  It found that the trees were not dangerous but that they would be cut back as they were encroaching on the highway.
T/Cllr Marsden asked what OCC’s policy was regarding repairs to the sandstone pavements in the town centre.  Town Council had understood that repairs were required to match the colour of the existing sandstone but that at present black tarmac was being used for repairs. Laura confirmed that Town Council’s understanding was correct and that it was OCC’ s responsibility to monitor any such repair work.  If, after 6 months, the work had not been properly carried out, then it was best to register this on FixMyStreet.
D/Cllr Sharp reported that the surface of the Fawler Road up to Kingston Lisle was very bad.  Laura would look into this.
Laura advised that staff restructuring in OCC was still being carried out and, although some posts had been appointed, there were still others under review.

	LH
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	9.
	District Traffic Matters

D/Cllr Cox reported that soldiers from The Rifles regiment would be exercising their Freedom of the Vale with a march through Faringdon town centre on 25 June 2017.  He informed the committee of the traffic and security arrangements that had been made.

	

	10.
	Any Other Business

(a) Planning Application P17/V1376/FUL: The Chairman referred to an email from T/Cllr Dr Wise which raised concerns expressed by many residents, as well as the town council, regarding the increasing traffic problems which will impact certain parts of the town as a result of current planning developments, in particular P17/V1376/FUL.  The Chairman requested that this email be circulated to FATAC members and that any resultant comments be sent to C/Cllr Heathcoat, T/Cllr Marsden (Chairman of Town Council Planning & Highways Committee) or directly to the District Council. It was noted that the Town Council Planning & Highways Committee would be considering the application at its meeting on 28 June 2017.

(b) Laura Hutchins Payne thanked everyone for welcoming her to the meetings and for their support during her time as a member of FATAC.
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	11.
	For Information Only

A Faringdon Town Council Sign Audit and Proposed Signage Scheme was received and NOTED.


	

	12.
	Proposed Future Meeting Dates
	

	
	Friday, 15 September 2017 at 0930 hrs
Friday, 15 December 2017 at 0930 hrs
D/Cllr Cox apologised that he would not be available for the September meeting.
The Chairman asked that an item be included on the next agenda to review the committee constitution and terms of reference.
	HS


FATAC Mins 23 6 17

Page 1 of 3

